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"It's with O'Leary in the grave/' Yeats
had announced Miss O'Leary's forth-
coming volume of poems in The Pilot
for August 3, 1889, praising the Words-
worthian simplicity of her best poems.
Two years later when her posthumous
book. Lays of Country,, Home and Friends,,
finally appeared, he writes of her again,
selecting for praise To God and Ireland
True, ** a song in the old sense of the word,
that is to say, a singable poem worthy of
good music. The compilers of our song-
books, ballad sheets and the like, should
garner it." Yeats took his own advice to
heart, for eight years later he put it into
his Book of Irish Verse.

There are also notes on a group of young
women who, in the sociable manner of the
Irish, gathered around the fireside of The
Irish Monthly, as the poets of The Nation
surrounded their paper, and the Fenian
poets John O'Leary's journal, The Irish
People. A Miss Ryan, who published
Songs of Remembrance in 1889 and then
passed into obscurity, is dismissed with
the succinct comment, "She is too sad by a
great deal." I have already quoted what